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Mission Statement 

The Centre County Conservation District is a committed, professional agency functioning as the primary local source of 

assistance to all individuals and organizations who benefit from the countyõs natural resources that we collectively 

strive to sustain and improve. 

Robert Sweitzer, Recognized at Statewide Conference  

 

(Harrisburg, PA)  ï Conservation District staff, state officials, and legislative 
partners convened in Harrisburg to honor conservationists during the PA Associa-
tion of Conservation Districts, Inc. (PACD) and State Conservation Commissionôs 
70th Joint Annual Conference. The awards luncheon took place July 12 at the Red 
Lion Hotel, Harrisburg, PA.  
 
During the luncheon, Centre County Conservation District (CCCD) Manager Rob-
ert Sweitzer was honored. Sweitzer was nominated by the CCCD board for the 
ñConservation District Employee Excellence Award.ò This award is given to a con-
servation district employee for his or her outstanding efforts that have furthered 
the activities and accomplishments of conservation districts on a statewide basis. 
 
In his 27 years as district manager for the Centre County Conservation District, 
Sweitzerôs expertise in environmental stewardship has allowed him to serve in 
many leadership roles at the local, regional, and state level. He served four 
years as the secretary of the Western Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned 
Mine Reclamation, and has served on the Headwaters Resource Conservation 
and Development Council for over 25 years.  
 
 

He is an active participant at PACD regional and 
statewide meetings, and a long-time member of 
PACD committees. Significantly, Sweitzer has led 
Pennsylvania Envirothon efforts as an active 
member of the Pennsylvania Envirothon Commit-
tee and Board of Directors for nearly 30 years. In 
his current role as Pennsylvania Envirothon Board 
Secretary, he works with representatives of the 
international Envirothon organization to ensure 
the stateôs annual participation in the North Amer-
ican Envirothon. His many efforts have significant-
ly furthered the activities and accomplishments of 
conservation districts at the local, state, and inter-
national level for over 30 years. 

Chairman Rob Shannon (left) presents the 

award to Robert Sweitzer 
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One of the first steps is to identify what has hap-

pened to the stream and where. Streams want to meander, and depending upon factors such as location and 

your preference, some flooding changes to the stream could be left alone. Flooding debris found in or near the 

stream or culvert may be organic or man-made. Organic materials such as rock, sediment, logs and branches 

are commonly deposited by the receding floodwaters in yards or a nearest choke point such as a culvert. Also 

contributing to the debris pile can be man-made materials like lumber, tarps, bricks, or even your neighborôs 

gazebo.  This deposition, combined with the force of the water moving through the stream channel, may have 

also eroded or cut into the stream banks causing the streamôs natural location to become de-stabilized. If the 

stream runs through a culvert or under a bridge, the debris may have ñstackedò up causing the water flow to 

compromise the culvert or affect the stability of the bridge abutments. (NOTE: During such flooding events, 

situations where your home is in danger should be addressed immediately and then followed-up upon.)  

 

Once the extent of damage has been assessed, you should then determine if your proposed work is a reg-

ulated activity in need of a permit.  

 

What stream activity is regulated and why? Any change- as in digging and/or filling of the natural stream 

channel as well as its floodway is regulated usually needing a permit or other ñapprovalò prior to doing work. 

Some examples include: digging or filling to relocate the stream, filling in the stream banks or filling the 

floodway to ñlevelò it or keep high water out of it. ñFillò used here refers to rock/soil/concrete rubble or a 

combination of these items that can be compacted in place and change the way the stream flows or floods after 

placement. A streamôs ñfloodwayò is generally the adjacent areas of the channel itself that carry the bulk of the 

flood flow during flooding conditions- assumed to be 50ô from top of both banks except in locations were  

more detailed information exists. Therefore, another way of describing the ñzone/areaò of regulated ground is 

100ô plus the width of the stream channel from top of bank to top of bank. Often this ñzone/areaò will vary as 

the channel bank to bank width transitions between wide and narrow portions.  

 

Why is this zone around a stream regulated? There are many reasons but for the main point of this article, it 

is regulated for the safety of the public, as well as for the preservation and protection of the natural environ-

ment of the stream and surrounding floodway- to minimize destructive or other impacts from these sensitive 

areas. Filling in the stream channel and/or its floodway can damage or remove from use critical areas for wild-

life and change the way the water floods a given area upstream and/or downstream as well as the area impact-

ed during high water events.   

After the Storm. . . 

For those of us who live near a stream, severe 

rain storms (such as the one in October 2016) or 

major snowmelts can deposit a lot of wash-out 

material in yards, basements and homes.  In the 

unfortunate aftermath, the stream through your 

property may also look much different than prior 

to the storms ï banks may have eroded, streams 

may have ñjumped the banksò, and there could 

be a lot of debris scattered about. As a landown-

er you have options for reclaiming these areas; 

however, certain activities in and around the 

stream are regulated and require some planning 

beforehand. While not all inclusive, the follow-

ing is provided as a reference for your use prior 

to working in or near a stream. 
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However, there are a few instances where a permit isnôt needed. Removing woody or man-made debris is OK 

provided equipment remains out of the stream and the stream banks or channel are not manipulated either with 

the equipment or hand-held digging implements. The DEP may also issue emergency permits authorizing 

stream work in response to unique situations. The Conservation District and/or DEP can assist you in deter-

mining if your proposed activity may need a permit, either via a phone call or site visit.  Lastly, besides the 

DEP, other agencies like the Fish & Boat Commission and the Army Corps of Engineers may also be involved 

in the permitting process. 

 

Once a permit has been obtained or in the few instances one is not needed, following best management prac-

tices and (if applicable) permit conditions is recommended and can ensure that your work is in compliance 

with the Clean Streams Law. For example, gravel bars removed from the stream should be placed in an upland 

area, away from the stream and its floodway, where it wonôt wash back into the stream.  Otherwise, placing 

stream bank piles or berms parallel to the channel are considered dikes, which may be generally unstable and 

at a higher risk for washing back into the stream. Ultimately, this could create repeated gravel bar build-up for 

you or a downstream neighbor.    

 

 

 

 

 

While we canôt control Mother Nature, there are some routine maintenance practices that you can implement 

that may lessen flooding damage.  Passive maintenance would involve not mowing the stream bank vegeta-

tion, or at least not using herbicides along the stream bank. Trees and grasses act as an anchor and an erosion 

resistant surface for stream bank soils during flood events. Proper installation and use of headwalls and end-

walls at culvert locations can shore up the culvert and encourage water to continue flowing through, rather 

than around the culvert. Headwalls/endwalls can also act as a protective barrier to flowing water having direct 

contact with the fill material used around the culvert pipe. Checking the opening and exit of culverts and 

bridges to ensure they are clear to accommodate the passage of flowing water can assist with minimizing over-

topping and damaging such crossing locations as well as the adjoining road/driveway the crossing services. 

Clearing trees, shrubs, and other vegetation within the channel bottom can also encourage stream flow to stay 

within the existing streambanks; always cut and remove as close to the ground as possible without any dig-

ging. Over time the roots will deteriorate on their own and the above ground vegetation that is removed will 

have less chance of slowing the water and catching other material leading to blockages and water coming out 

of the channel during non-flooding events. 

        

Remember, after a flooding event addressing these steps prior to making changes to, or working within 

the stream ï (1) site assessment and emergency determination (2) game plan (3) research permitting (4) 

implement and follow-through, can aid in keeping your project in compliance.  Fact sheets for gravel bar 

removal (3150-FS-DEP2103), Emergency Removal of Debris from Streams (3150-FS-DEP3044), and Gen-

eral Permits for Work in Waterways, Floodways, and Wetlands (3150-FS-DEP3055) are available for view 

at DEPôs website ï www.dep.pa.gov. The Centre County Conservation District can be reached at (814)355-

6817 for questions regarding stream activities. 

Gravel bar deposit remaining after 

flood event. Removal would require a 

permit, as this is within the ñstream and 

its floodwayò regulated zone. 

http://www.dep.pa.gov
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Often, an effort to better manage drainage (both from the 

road surface and keeping offsite runoff from draining 

onto or across) is key to proper maintenance and will 

help to minimize impacts to our waterways- resulting in 

a longer lasting smooth road and nearby streams being 

less impacted. This benefits both the road owner with 

less frequent maintenance as well as our natural environ-

ment. 

Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads (DGLVR) Program 

Summer 2017 

The Centre County Conservation District received 6 applications from 4 applicants (Centre County Municipalities)-- who 

have attended Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance for Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads training workshops, 

making them eligible to apply for funding though this program.  After a site visit of each, all 6 were selected by Centre 

County Conservation Districtôs Quality Assurance Board (QAB, consisting of representation from the PA Fish & Boat 

Commission, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and the Conservation District) and recommended for funding and 

subsequently approved by the Centre County Conservation District Board for a total of over $126,500.   

 

The 6 approved projects, which include 1 paved/sealed Low Volume Road (LVR) site, are with the following  

applicants: 

 Penn Township (2) 

 Potter Township (1) 

 Boggs Township (2) 

 Walker Township (1) 

Low Volume Roads (LVR) eligible projects include:  

paved or sealed roads with an average daily vehicle 

count of 500 or fewer vehicles. Dirt and Gravel roads, 

regardless of traffic volume, remain eligible for funding 

as in the past since the start of this program.   

The Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads Program wishes to promote a better public road system with a re-

duced environmental impactðwith a focus on utilizing recognized ñEnvironmentally Sensitive Road Mainte-

nance (ESM) Practicesò. Funding is limited to public roads; owned and maintained by municipalities or other 

state or local public entities. Applicants wishing to participate must have personnel that both design and over-

see their proposed project(s) and have recently attended (within 5 years) an Environmental Sensitive Mainte-

nance for Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads training workshop.  

Contact the Centre County Conservation District 

for more information regarding the Dirt, Gravel 

and Low Volume Roads Program or check out 

the Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies web-

site at:  www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu for future 

workshops & registrations. 

http://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu

